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UKCG Recognises PSSTS as SSTS Equivalent  

 

The Federation of Piling Specialist’s (FPS), Piling Site Supervisor Training Scheme (PSSTS) has 

been recognised as equivalent to the Site Supervisors Safety Training Scheme (SSSTS) by the UK 

Contractors Group (UKCG), its largest client group. 

UKCG recognition of the FPS’s 2-day safety course, confirms that Supervisors with PSSTS have 

been trained to the same high standard of the SSSTS, and have satisfied UKCG requirements.  

FPS Chairman, Jim De Waele emphasised, “PSSTS is more appropriate than the SSSTS for 

supervisors on piling sites, as it gives greater prominence to those aspects of site safety that are 

particularly important for piling, such as piling platforms and rig guarding as well as auger cleaning 

requirements.” 

In addition, UKCG has confirmed that the Site Managers Safety Training Scheme (SMSTS), often 

asked for by UKCG members, is only applicable on a very small number of particularly complex 

sites and that they [UKCG] do not require it under their policy for piling site supervisors. 

Clarification that the FPS’s PSSTS satisfies UKGC requirements, and is an alternative safety training 

scheme to SSSTS, as well as the confirmation that SMSTS is not required except in a few complex 

sites, should help FPS members gain access to sites. 

Jim De Waele added:  “This clarification by UKCG is important as we [the FPS] are keen to get this 

message out there and onto construction sites, so that there is no confusion over what is and is 

not applicable on site. We still get some clients insisting that they will only accept SSTS.  It is 

difficult to understand why they think that a general course is more appropriate on a piling site 

than a course specially tailored for piling site supervisors.  It is equally baffling why they try to 

insist on SMSTS, which is for site managers, for foremen whose role is to supervise the piling.” 
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Confirmation of the equivalence of PSSTS can be found on the UKCG website at www.ukcg.org.uk. 

For more information about the FPS Piling Site Supervisor Training Scheme visit the FPS website 

[www.fps.org.uk]. 

-Ends- 

 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Established in 1964, the Federation of Piling Specialists (FPS) has proactively worked with its 
members to drive up standards within the industry. From a handful of members back in the days 
when rotary techniques were coming into use and crane-mounted and hydraulic equipment was in 
its infancy, the FPS has moved on now represents some of the leading geotechnical specialists in 
the construction sector. 
 
Its independent auditing process, which all prospective members need to go through ensures the 
highest standards are met, and this audit is repeated every three years to ensure standard are 
maintained and improved up on continually, including, more recently, a sustainability score. 
 
The FPS works closely with it members on establishing standards and providing guidance across all 
geotechnical areas as well as on wider construction related issues such as Building Information 
Modelling (BIM). 
 
For further information about the FPS visit the FPS website: www.fps.org.uk 
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